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Workshop Outline

•1. Introduction: What is Science? Who is a Scientist? 

•2. Project ENCOUNTER a Dr Tereza Javornícky Brumovská: A 
social scientist

•3. Example of a scientific exploration: Who is my Mentor 
and How (can) they Support Me? 

•4. Summary, Q & A’s, Your comments



What is Science?
What is Science? 

Can you give an example of what science is?

What is the science for? How do we do science?

What different subjects/kinds of science do you know? What do you think Social 
Sciences are? 



Who is a Scientist? 
• How do you imagine a Scientist? 

• What scientists do as their job? 

• What Scientists usually do at work?Where do they work? Who do you think scientists are like 
when you meet them? 

• Do you know any Scientist? What would you ask a scientist if you meet them?

 



Project ENCOUNTER
Project ENCOUNTER

•A research project in Social Sciences

•Conducted at the School of Liberal Arts and Humanities, Charles University in Prague

•It explores Experiences of Young People (12-15 years) with their Mentors in Natural Mentoring 
Relationships. 

•Dr Tereza Javornícky Brumovská: 

•Studied Social Sciences in the Czech Republic (Charles Uni), Sweden (Gothenburg Uni) and 
Ireland (National University of Ireland, Galway)

•She is a researcher on Everyday Experiences of Children and Youths of different themes of their 
childhood, e.g. experiences and perceptions of science and scientists (CATSS Study, NUI Galway), 
experiences in natural mentoring relationships (Project ENCOUNTER), etc.

•As a H2020 MSCA IF Research Fellow she leads Project ENCOUNTER: Experiences of Youths in 
Natural Mentoring Relationships 





Interactive Example of a Scientific Exploration:
Who is a 
MENTOR 

and  
Who is My MENTOR? How they Support Me?



Who is a MENTOR?
• Someone OUTSIDE your close family. It is NOT your Mum, Dad or Siblings of similar age)

•  Someone older

•  Someone with more experience than you have

•  Someone you know and like to spent your time with 

•  Someone who supports you in your favourite activities

•  …who might have developed skills that you’d also like to gain

•  …A Mentor shows you how you can develop these skills in you too…

•  Someone who you know would support you or help you if you need

•  Someone who can give you a good advice if you aks them

•  Someone who is more like your older friend for fun AND support 

than a general adult

It is someone older and wiser, who is someohow important for you 



What MENTOR when you meet them?
• They treat you equally to them

• They inspire you and encourage you 

• They show you new skills

• They care of you 

• They guide you 

• They can give you a good advise 

• They support you 

• They listen to you if you turn to them 

• They try to understand you ‘in your shoes’

• You know they enjoy time they spend with you 
too….  

• You can trust them



• You meet up in time that is convenient for both of you. 
It might be a spare time of your day. 

• …because you like to meet up…it is not an obligation… 

• You share activities that are enjoyable for both of you 

• You meet up regularly for certain period of time or in a 
long-term perspective.

How do you meet your Mentor?



How are the meetings with 
your Mentor for you?

• You enjoy these meeting with your Mentor 

• You feel like yourself with them and sometimes 
even exceptional…

• You can talk to them about anything you like. 
You know they will understand you and support 
you, would not judge you.

• You feel safe with them 

• You feel closer to them than to other adults 

• You feel you can trust them



Summary: MENTOR is someone older with more experience. 

You like to meet up with them and spend time together. You look forward 
to the next meetings. 

They encourage you and can be your guides in learning new skills

They support you and they are closer than other adults. 

They are important adults in your life outside your immediate family. 

You feel you can trust them.





This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation
programme under the Marie Sklodowska-Curie grant agreement No 101027291.


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14

